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October 

THE OPEN DOOR 

First Presbyterian Church 
150 North Broadway,  PO Box 787 

South Amboy, NJ  08879 

 

Office e-mail:  firstsouthamboy@optimum.net 

Web Site:  www.fpcsachurch.org 

Facebook page:  fpcsamboy 

Phone : 732-721-4516       

Fax: 732-721-9208 

 

Sunday Worship               10:30 am  

Sunday School   Oct—June    9:00am 

First Presbyterian Church of South Amboy 

P.O. Box 787,  150 N. Broadway 

South Amboy, NJ  08879 

Friends, Visitors, Guests 
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~Schedules~ 
PLEASE GET A SUBSTITUTE FOR YOURSELF IF YOU 

CANNOT BE THERE ON YOUR ASSIGNED DATE. RECORD 

CHANGES IN SCHEDULE ON MASTER COPY LOCATED IN 

OFFICE, ROOM 2. 

 
 

 READER SCHEDULE 
 

Oct. 6 Jennifer B. 

 13 Anthony V. Jr. 

 20 David C. 

 27 Ruth B. 
 

Nov. 3 Joan D. 

 10 Dustin B. 

 17 Elaine L. 

 24 Gerry R. 
 

GREETERS & USHERS  SCHEDULE  
 

Oct. 6 Joan D, George S. 

 13 Arvid H, Gail H. 

 20 Megan J, Norma M. 

 27 Beth M, Lori R. 
 

Nov. 3 Madhu S, Molly S. 

 10 Kenny H, Dorothy R. 

 17 Shirley W, Cara W. 

 24 Betty P, Mary P. 
 

NURSERY SCHEDULE 
  

Oct. 6 Betty P, Christian D. 

 13 Christine V, David C. 

 20 Mike W, Shirley W. 

 27 Elaine L, Faith Mc. 
 

Nov. 3 Sherry K, David K. 

 10 Martha M, Jennifer B. 

 17 Betty P, Christian D. 

 24 Christine V, David C. 
 

COMMUNION SET-UP SCHEDULE 
 

Oct. 6 Elaine L, George S. 
 

Nov. 3 Christine V, Jean G. 
 

COMMUNION SERVING SCHEDULE 
 

Oct. 6 Elaine L, George S. Arvid H, Gerry R. 
 

Nov. 3 Christine V, Mary P, Lori R, George S. 
 

COFFEE HOUR SCHEDULE 
 

Oct. 6 Elaine L, Joan D,  Norma M. 
 

Nov. 3 Lori R, Stephanie Mc, Marcy N. 

Prayers for Our Homebound  

Members & Friends 
 

James and Barbara Ballo,  

 28 First Street, Sayreville, NJ 08872 
 

Ervant Mansfield,  
 Heritage at Clara Barton, 1015 Amboy Ave, Apt 327, 

 Edison, NJ 08837 
 

Beverly Mezger,  
 250 S. Broadway, Apt 511, So. Amboy, NJ 08879 
 

Carolyn Nappe,  
 250 S. Broadway, Apt 215, So. Amboy, NJ 08879 
 

Virginia Porter, Care One Somerset Valley,  
 1621 Rt 22, West Bound Brook, NJ 08805 
 

Debbie Sargeant Sr.  

 3058 Bordentown Ave, Parlin, NJ 08859  
 

Please remember our homebound  with a card and prayer. 

 

INTERIM PASTOR – Suzanne Schafer-Coates 

CLERK OF SESSION - Joan Downes 

MODERATOR OF DEACONS - Shirley Weaver 

TREASURER - Elaine Lopez 

 SECRETARY - Shirley Weaver 

ORGANIST - Kevin Shoemaker 

SEXTONS - Erin Gualdarrama & Shirley Weaver 

MISSION CO-CHAIRS—Ruth Beselinoff & 

Stephanie McAleer   

SUPERINTENDENT OF SUNDAY SCHOOL - 

Shirley Weaver 

 

As of Feb. 2019 

OFFICER NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
 Gail Hawkins Dorothy Rhodes 

   Arvid Holt Joyce Solanki 

 Molly Solanki Jill Berwick  

 Megan Jarvis 

 

YOUR ELDERS / THE SESSION 

(Responsible for Governing our Church Affairs) 

 Gail Hawkins Elaine Lopez 

 Dorothy Rhodes Gerald Ring  

 George Schaefer Christine Vella 

 

YOUR DEACONS 

     (Responsible for Assisting our Church and  

Community in Times of Need)  

  Jill Berwick    Megan Jarvis 

 Sherry Kuo  Stephanie McAleer 

 Elizabeth Pinella Shirley Weaver 



World Communion Sunday & Peace Making Offering 
“May the Lord… give you peace at all times and in all ways…” ~ II Thessalonians 3:16  

Dear Members, Most of us don’t get any mail except for what? Bills and junk. But once in a while, now and then, a 

pretty envelope, perhaps hand-addressed and with something nice inside, is nestled among the coupons, ads, and 

utility bills. An invitation. It’s different and it feels… good. It feels good to be invited, does it not? Sometimes the 

church talks about the work we do as an obligation or a duty. We start thinking about the sign-up sheets and the 

volunteer time and the money… But if we think of it as an invitation, our attitude changes. Every time we are asked to 

give of our time, our talent, and our treasure, thinking of it as an invitation to participate in God’s reign on earth shifts 

it from a duty to an alluring opportunity. World Communion Sunday is certainly an invitation; an invitation to join in 

God’s reign of peace. Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace, invites us—invites you—to the table of grace. Christ also 

invites believers from all over the world, in every time and place, to join us. As we open the doors and prepare the 

meal, Christ invites all—despite our differences, experiences, and pasts—to come to the table as one body and to 

make peace through reconciliation and advocating for God’s justice. Christ invites us to join in the ministry of 

reconciliation and the pursuit to end violence through the Peace & Global Witness Offering. Through our 

participation in this Offering and the ministries it supports, we offer healing, peace, and reconciliation. In joining the 

Offering, we serve God’s people in Guatemala, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Iraq, and the USA, as our hands 

serve women experiencing abuse, our words bear peace to the incarcerated, and our relationships enable 

conversations of reconciliation to begin.  

Our congregation will be having a “Peacemaking Offering” on Oct. 6, 2019. Envelopes will be in the pews and 

mailroom. Please place your peacemaking envelope in the offering plate. Individual congregations are encouraged to 

utilize up to 25% of this offering to connect with the global witness of Christ's peace. Visit the Peace & Global 

Witness Offering website www.presbyterianmission.org/peace-global to find more information on how our gifts 

promote peace in our world. As a community 

of God’s people seeking to be instruments of 

peace bearing “peace, at all times and in all 

ways,” we want to make our commitment and 

participation in ministries of peace visible to 

all. I pray that the God of Peace might inspire 

us to be peacemakers in every word and deed 

as we celebrate World Communion Sunday on 

Sunday, October 6 and give generously to the 

Peace & Global Witness Offering. May we 

claim Jesus Christ as Prince of Peace and 

pattern our lives in the compassion, kindness, 

and grace that he shows us.  

                    Church Memorial Fund 
 

I would like to introduce our “Church Memorial Fund” to our Church family. Through 

your donations to our Organ Fund in memory and honor of someone our Organ Fund has 

now grown to over $6000 in that account for the refurbishing our organ as needed. Other 

items in our church will also in time need refurbishing and replacing, this new Church 

Memorial Fund would cover these items. Contributions to the fund would help refurbish, 

replace and offset other costs. Refurbishing would be keeping our church in good condition. Replacement of 

items when they wear out such as window A/C units, computer, printer, phones, window blinds, light fixtures 

etc. We recently had to replace and repair our microphone system a fund such as this would hopefully have been 

able to cover the cost. Going forward more things will need to be replaced and this fund could do that for our 

Church. I hope you embrace and approve of the Memorial Fund and the use of the contributions that will be 

received. Just like our Organ Fund, when making a donation to the “Church Memorial Fund” for someone, mark 

your envelope as such. The donations will be used for the current  refurbishing needs unless otherwise 

designated on your check.          ~Gail Hawkins 



 

FINANCIAL REPORT  
 

                August 2019 

 Offerings  $ 5,618  

  Covenant Income   $ 2,295  

 Designated income $    320  

 Total Income  $ 8,233 
 

 Disbursements  $  -12,664 
 

Luke 6:38 “Jesus says that as we give it will be 

given back, overflowing.” 
   Elaine Lopez, Treasurer 

PAVERS  

It's that time of year again! 

We are selling engraved 

pavers for our "Memorial 

Paver Garden" out front. 

Want one? Complete a form 

and hand it in with your 

payment. Forms are available on our website and in the 

mailroom at the church. For more info.  Contact Shirley 

in the church office.  

Scouts Fish Dinner - Nov 5th 

The Old Timers of Troop 91 and The Camp Dill 

Foundation Fish Dinner will be held on  

Tuesday, November 5th,  

in Fellowship Hall, 

5 pm - 7 pm.  

Eat in or take out.  

See Ruth or Joe for tickets. 
 

INK CARTRIDGES RECYCLE 
   

Usually we do most orders online, especially cartons of 

copy paper. They accept and deduct the monthly $40.00 

rewards and deliver order to our door. Easy right? Well 

this month the system would not accept the $40.00 

rewards but it would give a print out of rewards coupon 

which expired on September 30, 2019. I can not let that 

happen so I went to the Staples store, read the notice if 

you buy two cartons of copy paper ($60.00@) you 

receive the third for free. I got a wagon, an employee 

with muscles and loaded up three cartons. Got to 

register, she totaled up three cartons for the price of two 

and then deducted the $40.00 rewards coupon in my 

hand. Final cost is 26.50 per carton of 10 reams each. 

Great deal thanks to you bringing in recycled 

cartridges.                   Elaine Lopez 

Keep Our Doors Open! 
 

Collection Month of August 2019 
was $5,618.00 

Can You Do More?? 

October 
Birthdays 

Wishing a very  
Happy Birthday to: 

Oct. 8  Mary Dieker 
Oct. 18  Don Hawkins 

Oct. 25  Lenny Jastremski 
Oct. 29  Rev. Suzanne Schafer-Coates 

 

Want to see your special date listed?  
Give the office your info. 



 

 

 

 

South Amboy 
100 North Broadway 
South Amboy, NJ 08879 
(732) 721-0187 
www.amboybank.com 

Deacon’s Monthly Update 
 Welcome Autumn! The Board of Deacons has 2 

upcoming fundraiser we would like you all to know 

about. The first is a Dine to Donate at the Texas 

Roadhouse on Sun. Oct. 27. from 12 noon– 3pm. You 

must bring in the flyer or show it on your phone to the 

server. The second is our Autumn Pie Sale. Orders and 

payment will be collect until Nov. 17th. Pies to be 

picked up just in time for Thanksgiving on Nov. 24 after 

service. The Deacons use these funds to provide for our 

church and community through our Food Pantry and 

through fellowship events throughout the year. Please 

consider  helping  us through one or both of these  

fundraisers.        ~ Shirley Weaver 

 

Food Pantry  
O give thanks unto the Lord for He is 

good and His mercies endureth 

forever.  

 

We were blessed once more to open up 

our pantry to our community. It was a 

bright sunny day and our church family took advantage 

of it to give of their service. With their help and also 

assistance of our community service workers we 

distributed bags of food to seventy families, of which 

ten were newcomers. A big thank you to all in 

attendance and we welcome back Marcy.              

     God Bless,  Megan Jarvis 

Bar soap 

Bread 

Canned chicken 

Canned hash 

Canned soups 

Cereal 

Coffee 

Conditioner 

Dish detergent 

Facial tissues 

Jello 

Jelly 

Juice 

Laundry deter-

gent 

Mashed potatoes 

Pancake mix 

Pancake Syrup 

Paper towels 

Peanut butter 

Pudding 

Sardines 

Shampoo 

Tea bags 

Toilet paper 

Toothpaste  

Tooth brushes 

Items that we need for the Food Pantry : 

Sunday Worship Flowers 
 

Flowers for Sunday Worship are $25.00 for two 

urns. I have many openings.  You can order 

flowers to honor someone or in memory of a 

loved one. Order forms are in the pews and mail 

room.  

 

Please make checks payable to “Cash”. To 

place an order or if you have any questions 

please contact me.                         - Jean Greene 

 

MCALEER ADOPTION UPDATE 
 

Thank you for all of the prayers and good thoughts. They 

are working. My brother and sister-in-law are flying to 

Korea on 10/16/19. Their court date is 10/24/19. They are 

going to spend time with baby Grace and also plan to 

visit her hometown. They return to the USA on 10/26/19 

and will finalize her adoption here. Once that is done they 

will fly back to bring her home. They anticipate that she 

will be home before Christmas and I cannot think of a 

better gift for them. Please keep the prayers coming. I 

hope the next update article I share will have a picture of 

them with their precious baby girl. 
 

    ~Stephanie McAleer 



 

 Donate to  Our Organ Fund 

Our Organ Fund (for repairs) is growing due to 

memorial gifts. When you make a donation in 

memory of someone. The family of the loved 

ones and the givers are both given a certificate 

recording these gifts of love.  This is a special way of 

remembrance.  Flowers are short lived.  This is a forever gift. 

You can also Donate in Honor of someone.  

The Mission 

Committee 

Mission  Committee Meeting, Saturday, 

October 5th at noon. All are welcome to join 

us for food, fellowship & fun.   

  ~Ruthie and Stephanie,  

  Co-Chairs, Mission Committee 

Sunday School starts 
 Oct. 6.  

9am—10am 
I look forward to seeing all of our 
children back in class.  Let us 
know if you know a child who 
would like to join us. Registration 
forms are in the mailroom.     ~SW 

Confirmation Classes 
Meeting  Oct. 6th at 9am 

 Pastor Suzanne will have a meeting 

for the parents, students and mentors 

to discuss the confirmation classes 

that will begin the following week. 

If you or someone you know  is 

interested in signing up for our 

confirmation classes, please be at this meeting. ~SW 



From the Interim Pastor… 

 

One thing I love about this Church is the way you love your children.  Each and every one is known, 

and each and every one is precious.  This month we demonstrate how seriously we take the vows the 

congregation makes when we baptize children as we begin our Sunday School classes for this program 

year.  During the summer, Shirley Weaver, in consultation with me, chose a Sunday School curriculum 

for the year and planned out each Sunday’s lesson for the whole year.  Shirley and her fellow teachers, 

Judy Scharff, Christine Vella, and Jennifer Bellina, with support from Sherry Kuo, will share faith in 

God and Jesus and teach lessons from the Bible to Mikey, Angelina, Breanna, Brandon, Jaylee and 

Logan.  And if, in years to come, these children remember nothing else from their Sunday School 

lessons, they will remember that here they were loved. 

 

Also on this first Sunday in October I will begin teaching our Confirmation Class with students 

Anthony Vella, Dustin Bellina, Kenny Herman and Cara Weaver.  Using a Confirmation Curriculum 

prepared by the PCUSA, “Big God Big Questions”, we will be looking at the questions asked each 

young person as s/he is confirmed, among these “How do we know and trust God?”, “Who is your 

Lord?”, “Who is your Savior?”, “What does it mean to be a Disciple of Jesus?”, “What does it mean to 

show Christ’s Love?”  The Confirmation Class will meet every Sunday morning at Sunday School 

time plus 15, (i.e. 9 – 10.15), during October and November, January and February, with the 

Confirmation Service on the first Sunday in March. 

 

Please pray for our Children as they begin this year of growing in God, and for the Confirmation Class 

as they prepare to claim the vows taken by their parents in their baptism as their own.  And let us pray 

also that God will call other children (and their parents) into the fellowship of our wonderful Church. 

 

Going forward in Faith….If you have not yet filled out the Personal Faith and Beliefs survey (copies in 

the mailbox room), please do so and return this confidential questionnaire to the Church Office.  When 

all the forms are sent to our Consultant, the answers analyzed and then Interpreted to our Session, the 

Session will begin to pull together this information into the Mission Study and then the Mission 

Information Form, two documents which are required by the Committee on Ministry of Monmouth 

Presbytery before we receive permission to search for a new Pastor.  The Mission Study will look at 

our Church as it is now, and where we hope to be in five years time, and the Mission Information 

Form will present and circulate this information, and this will inform the Session as to what kind of 

person would be the best Pastor for your Church, and will also attract the sort of Pastor who would 

want to lead a wonderful Church like yours.  So hold steady!, and keep praying that God uses this 

process and the Session to take 1st Pres. South Amboy into the future that God is preparing for you. 

 

~~~Pastor Suzanne 


