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Wait for the Lord;
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and wait for the Lord.
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Prayers for Our Homebound
Members & Friends
James and Barbara Ballo,
28 First Street, Sayreville, NJ 08872
Ervant Mansfield,
Heritage at Clara Barton, 1015 Amboy Ave, Apt 316,
Edison, NJ 08837

Beverly Mezger,
250 S. Broadway, Apt 511, So. Amboy, NJ 08879

Virginia Porter, Care One Somerset Valley,
1621 Rt 22, West Bound Brook, NJ 08805

Carla Ring
South Amboy
100 North Broadway
South Amboy, NJ 08879
(732) 721-0187
www.amboybank.com

1084 Mulberry Pl, Toms River, NJ 08753

Deborah Sargeant Sr.
3058 Bordentown Ave, Parlin, NJ 08859
Please remember our homebound with a card and prayer.

PULPIT SUPPLY - John Mottley
CLERK OF SESSION - Christine Vella
MODERATOR OF DEACONS - Elizabeth Pinella
TREASURER - Elaine Lopez
SECRETARY - Shirley Weaver
ORGANISTS - Phyllis Chao & Sharon Munoz
SEXTONS - Erin Gualdarrama & Shirley Weaver
MISSION CO-CHAIRS - Ruth Beselinoff & Stephanie
McAleer
SUPERINTENDENT OF SUNDAY SCHOOL Shirley Weaver
As of Feb. 2022
OFFICER NOMINATING COMMITTEE
2 from Session and 1 deacon
to be decided by those committees.
Joan Downes
Molly Solanki
Lori Ryan
Judy Scharff
YOUR ELDERS / THE SESSION
(Responsible for governing our church affairs)
Ruth Beselinoff
Chris Adams
Mary Porcello
George Schaefer
Madhu Solanki
Christine Vella
YOUR DEACONS
(Responsible for assisting our church and
community in times of need)
Jill Berwick
Megan Jarvis
Sherry Kuo
Elizabeth Pinella
Joseph Spencer
Larry Wallace

NEW OFFERING ENVELOPES

September Birthdays
Wishing a very
Happy Birthday to:
Sept. 6th Joanne Manion
Sept. 8th Mary Porcello
Sept. 13th Joan Downes
Sept. 19th Olivia Jastremski
Sept. 21st Manny Gutierrez
Sept. 25th Cara Weaver
Sept. 28th Lori Ryan
Sept. 29th David Kuo
Sept. 30th Brandon Kuo
Want to see your special date listed?
Give the office your info.

FINANCIAL REPORT
July 2022
Offerings
$6,036
Covenant Income
+ 1,595
God’s Pocket
Designated income
+ 277
Total Income
$ 7,908
Disbursements
$ -12,255
LUKE 6:38 JESUS SAYS THAT AS WE
GIVE IT WILL BE GIVEN BACK,
OVERFLOWING.
Elaine Lopez, Treasurer

Our former offering envelopes cost increased to
$750 to reorder for 2022. Shirley and I searched
the Internet and found our new offering
envelopes costing $150.00. We are trying them
out and so far they are working. Reminder:
Please don’t forget our on going Deacon Fund,
Mission Fund.
Elaine Lopez

INK CARTRIDGES
RECYCLE
We did recycle 20 ink cartridges this
month, which earned us $40.00 of rewards,
thanks to you. When we ordered, we learned
that we had $80.00 of reward credit. Of
course ,we used the rewards towards $115.00
office supplies but paid only $35.00. WOW! I
love this program. Keep the used cartridges
coming.
Elaine Lopez

Deacon’s Monthly Update
Another summer will soon
be gone. Let us thank God
for days of vacations,
festivals, picnics, concerts,
swimming, cookouts,
camping, parties and days
of sunshine. Let us pray
for Blessings for those
returning to school and
work.
Deacons next meeting is
Sept. 11 after service. We
will be looking into the
Art Feast on Sept. 18.
~ Betty Pinella

T-shirts
We still have a lot of
shirts left. Please
consider buying one
to support our Board
of Deacons.
T-shirts $15 each
Sizes Available:
S, M, L, XL, 2XL
Phone: 732-721-4516

Ship of Friendship

A voyaging ship was wrecked during a storm at sea and only
two of the men on it were able to swim to a small, desert like
island. The two survivors who had been good friends, and not
knowing what else to do, agreed that they had no other
recourse but to pray to God. However, to find out whose prayer
was more powerful, they agreed to divide the territory between
them and stay on opposite sides of the island.
The first thing they prayed for was food. The next morning, the
first man saw a fruit-bearing tree on his side of the land, and he
was able to eat its fruit. The other man’s parcel of land
remained barren. After a week, the first man was lonely and
he decided to pray for a wife. The next day, another ship was
wrecked, and the only survivor was a woman who swam to his
side of the land. On the other side of the island, there was
nothing.
Soon the first man prayed for a house, clothes, more food. The
next day, like magic, all of these were given to him. However,
the second man still had nothing. Finally, the first man prayed
for a ship, so that he and his wife could leave the island. In the
morning, he found a ship docked at his side of the island. The
first man boarded the ship with his wife and decided to leave
the second man on the island.
He considered the other man unworthy to receive God’s blessings since none of his prayers had been
answered.
As the ship was about to leave, the first man heard a voice from heaven booming, “Why are you leaving
your companion on the island?”
“My blessings are mine alone since I was the one who prayed for them,” the first man answered. “His
prayers were all unanswered and so he does not deserve anything.”
“You are mistaken!” the voice rebuked him. “He had only one prayer, which I answered. If not for that,
you would not have received any of my blessings.”
“Tell me,” the first man asked the voice, “What did he pray for that I should owe him anything?”
“He prayed that all your prayers be answered.”
Moral: For all we know, our blessings are not the fruits of our prayers alone, but those of another praying
for us (Congregational Prayer). Value your friends; don’t leave your loved ones behind.
From MoralStories.org

Submitted by Molly Solanki

Wishing the best for all of our students returning to
school!
“Train up a child in the way he should go, even
when he is old he will not depart from it.”
- Proverbs 22:6
“Give instruction to a wise man and he will be still
wiser, teach a righteous man and he will increase
his learning.”
- Proverbs 9:9
“Take hold of instruction, do not let go. Guard her,
for she is your life.”
-Proverbs 4:13
Submitted by Molly Solanki

We hope that everyone had a wonderful, enjoyable
summer! As you prepare for a new school year in
September, we hope that you will join us for another year
of fun learning about God through his Word: The Bible,
beginning October 2, 2022. Please register your child
today! We are also still looking for someone to help
teach arts & crafts.
~ Miss Judy & Miss Shirley

A Prayer for Summer’s End
Thank you, God, for the pace and grace of summer.
Thank you for the power of thunderstorms,
for the peace of hazy mornings.
We acknowledge, Creator God:
That our bodies were nourished by:
Juicy tomatoes, spicy peppers, crisp corn on the cob,
refreshing cucumbers, and the snap of green beans.
And that our spirits were nourished by all your beauty,
faithfulness and fecundity displayed in summer.
We offer praise to you for the Earth’s turning around
the sun, for the order of the universe, and for the variety
that comes with the seasons.
God of grace, with the closing of this season there are
disappointments and grief, but we choose to leave each
and every one of them with you.
We ask you to heal our discouragements and turn our
hearts toward the coming season with the grace of
summer’s leaves in the fall.
We draw life and strength from you in all seasons.
Amen.
Excerpt from A Prayerfor Summer’sEnd by Jessica Maudlin
Phelps
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/eco-journey/2020/09/22/aprayer-for-summers-end/

Submitted by Molly Solanki

PAVERS
It's that time of
year again! We
are selling
engraved pavers
for our
"Memorial
Paver Garden"
out front.
Want one? Complete a form and hand it in with
your payment. Forms are available on our
website and in the mailroom at the church. For
more info., contact Shirley in the church office.

Mission Committee
As we say goodbye to a hot summer and look
forward to cool, crisp fall days, Missions will start
formally meeting again. Sadly, our co-chair
Stephanie McAleer is moving to beautiful upstate
New York. We will miss her hard work and
dedication to helping others but wish her happiness
in her new home.
With the current high costs of fuel and inflation in
general, we know this may be a busy giving season
for us. We will be planning fundraising activities;
however, in the meantime, please continue to
remember Missions when giving your
offerings. Please also consider joining our mission
committee to help others in our community. We
meet once a month on a Saturday afternoon for a
time of good fellowship and light refreshments,
while discussing and planning our giving
needs. Keep an eye on your Sunday bulletin for the
next meeting date. My surgery this summer has
delayed my ability to commit to a September date. I
also want to thank all of you for your continued
prayers, cards, and phone calls over the past
month. Our church might be small in size but
mighty in prayerful love. God bless you all.
Remember these five benefits of giving by Rebeca
Taylor in Wellbeing:
• Giving makes us feel happy
• Giving is good for health
• Giving helps with social connection
• Giving evokes gratitude
• Giving is contagious
See you all soon!
Ruth Beselinoff

The Deceptive Productivity of Breaks
Summer is usually a quiet time for our church. I’ve noticed a trend over the last two years that when I ask
each Sunday, “does anyone have any announcements,” I can expect it to be relatively quiet. Mostly
birthdays, anniversaries, and Facebook causing problems for our Livestream again! Overall, it doesn’t
seem like much ministry is happening. Yet, this is not always the case.
Our culture does itself a massive disservice by conflating busyness with productivity. As if the mere act of
expending our energies and feeling exhausted at the end of each day means we have accomplished
something. Don’t get me wrong, I deeply believe in the value of hard work, but just because activity is
happening does not mean anything of value is happening. In Revelation 3:1, Jesus says to the church in
Sardis, “you have a reputation of being alive, but you are dead”. Despite their reputation for activity, the
church of Sardis was going nowhere.
It reminds me of a story my grandfather once told me when I was a boy. There were two lumberjacks
chopping down trees with their axes. One diligently worked from sunrise until sunset while the other one
took frequent breaks. It caught me off guard when he told me the one who took breaks was far more
productive by the end of the day. Apparently that lumberjack wasn’t doing “nothing” on his breaks, he was
“sharpening his tools”. When he returned to work he was physically refreshed and his axe cut deeper,
while the other worked himself to exhaustion - barley able to lift his increasingly dull axe.
Such is the fate of those who attempt to sprint through the marathon of life and ministry. Many people
press forward indefinitely from one project to another and never enjoy the rest God has designed us to
take (Genesis 2:1-3). A regretful number of ministers and church leaders burn themselves and their
congregations out by not taking time to enjoy the God we so enthusiastically proclaim to others.
That’s why this summer I made every attempt I could to find some quiet time in quiet places to “sharpen
my tools”. To read a book not just to prepare for my next sermon, but to enjoy unto itself. To escape to
the mountains a few times and bask in the beauty of God’s creation. To spend as much time with my
family as I could. And most of all, to spend quiet time with God and enjoy His presence. Those quiet
moments of peace and prayer are some of the most productive things we can engage in, as we return
with renewed focus, passion, and joy.

Keep me in prayer as the final quarter of the year will be an ambitious one. With many outreach
opportunities on the horizon, a confirmation class we intend to start soon, and many other projects we
hope to see happen by the end of the year if the Lord wills. We hope to enter this quarter like that
lumberjack returning to the job, physically refreshed and sharper than ever.
Of course not every change is something I am excited about. This September we will be bidding a
temporary farewell to Joseph and Lois Spencer as they will be moving from South Amboy shortly. I say
“temporary” because I’m sure we will be seeing them again from time to time, if nothing else we will see
them on the other side of eternity, but I’m personally hoping they move back! They have been a wonderful
addition to our church and it’s been a pleasure getting to know them. They will be sorely missed. Please
join me in prayer for them in this next season of their lives, that their move would go smoothly, and that
they find a solid church in their area that they can bless the way they have blessed us.

Pastor John Mottley

